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NOVELTY - An organic electroluminescent (EL) device is formed by 
laying up an anode, at least one organic layer and a cathode, in that 
order, on a substrate. The organic layer contains an alkali metal salt 
of a carboxylic acid (I) having a pyridine ring. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - An organic electroluminescent device is 
formed by laying up an anode, at least one organic layer and a cathode, 
in that order, on a substrate. The organic layer contains an alkali 
metal salt of a carboxylic acid of formula (I). 

Rl, R2=H, halo, lower alkyl, lower alkoxy or together complete an 
(iso)quinoline ring; 

M=alkali metal; 

n=0 or 1. 

USE - Organic electroluminescent (EL) device. 

ADVANTAGE - The EL device has a highly decreased energy barrier in 
electron injection to the light emitting layer from the cathode and 
exhibits low driving voltage. Luminous efficiency at low voltage is 
enhanced. The effects derive from enhanced adhesion between the cathode 
and the light emitting layer, and enhanced electron transport 
efficiency in the light emitting material. 
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ABSTRACT 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an organic EL element keeping an energy 
barrier low with respect to electron injection, and having high electron 
transportability at low driving voltages. 



SOLUTION: In ttie organic EL element, an anode 6, at least one organic layer 
10, and a cathode 1 are stacked in that order on a substrate 7. The organic 
layer contains an alkali metal salt of a carboxylic acid containing a 
specific pyridine ring. 
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